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GALA HONOREE FAROOQ KATHWARI

Chairman and Chief Executive Office of Ethan Allen Interiors, Inc.

Kathwari®ith his design team at Ethan Allen headguarters i b{ﬁmhem by Barr Mlﬁﬁ“ -

by Jim Ormond

“Art has the power to bring people
together--especially at a time when
every effort is being made to divide
people in the world,” says Farooq
Kathwari, the Chairman and CEQ Ethan
Allen Interiors Inc. For his efforts to
advance the business of design and
his support of humanitarian causes,
Kathwari, a 35-year resident of New
Rochelle, will be the honoree at the
Westchester Arts Council's Annual
Gala to be held on November 22nd at
the Doubletree Hotel in Tarrytown.

With about 300 design centers
throughout America and the world,
including 27 in China, ten manufactur-
ing plants, and annual sales of nearly
$1 billion, Kathwari heads an art-based
enterprise which he says “integrates
design ideas from around the world
and re-projects them in a distinctly
American way."

You might say that Kathwari's insights
about the arts as a medium for cross
cultural respect sprang naturally from
his early years in a region situated at
the geographic heart of Asia. A tradi-

tion in his Kashmiri family, he explains,_

was that “art, business and politics
were inseparable.”

"My upbringing was influenced by
many factors which you might say
impact art”, says Kathwari. “Kashmir
is beautiful in terms of the color...the
flowers, the mountains. It also has
a great history of art that goes back
literally thousands of years. During
the medieval era, Kashmir became
a mixture of arts from around the
region and soon had a great influence
on other regions as well.”

His career of selling art and design
items began after he left Kashmir to
pursue an MBA at New York University.
At age 20 he was working as a book-
keeper at an envelope factory and
attending classes at NYU at night.
One day he arrived back at his one-
bedroom apartment in Brooklyn to
find twelve large wicker baskets filled
with arts and craft items sent from his
gra'ndfather back in Kashmir. A note
attached to the basket read "Sell these
items and send us back the money.”

Initially, he would place these items
in small shops on consignment
and would stop by every Saturday
to check on them. He slowly grew
this enterprise, while he worked full-
time in finance at a Wall Street firm,
through which he met Nathan Ancell,
a cofounder of Ethan Allen Inc.

Ethan Allen and Kathwari formed a
partnership which they located in a
former bowling alley in Larchmont.
The Ethan Allen brand had a reputa-
tion for producing quality furniture
in a classic colonial American style.
Kathwari's company, on the other
hand, sourced Ethan Allen’s non-fur-
niture items, such as lighting, carpet
and accessories. In 1980 the two com-
panies merged and Kathwari became
President of Ethan Allen Interiors Inc.
in 1985.

As Ethan Allen’s chief, Kathwari broad-
ened Ethan Allen’s appeal beyond the
classic American style to give custom-
ers greater design options.

Under his financial stewardship, Ethan
Allen has consistently posted the
highest profit margins of any publicly
traded furniture manufacturer for the
past fifteen years. And Kathwari is
particularly proud that the company
has been able to keep a core of its
manufacturing based in the U.S. Of
Ethan Allen’s ten plants, nine are still
based here.

A guiding star for Kathwari has been
to recognize that art is fundamental at
every level of his business. “We com-
bine great art and design. And then

~ we make it livable...that is what we

do,” he says.

He and his family draw inspiration
from nature, especially during week-
end retreats at their apple orchard in
Columbia County, NY, as well as from
their shared appreciation for the arts.
Daughter Farah worked in the compa-
ny’s design area for more than 7 years,
and though son Omar runs a technolo-
gy company, he studied literature and
classical music. The most active mem-
ber of his family regarding the arts
may be his wife Farida, who co-found-
ed the group Funkar International,
which promotes Kashmiri music, arts
and cultural traditions.

Tickets & Table Sponsorships,
for Westchester Arts Council’s
November 22 “All Fired Up!”
Gala are still available.

For more information, please
call (914) 428-4220 x224.

ALL FIRED UP!
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A Celebration of Clay in Westchester
one county - two months - 70 venues - 600+ artists

“Why are we "All Fired Up" about clay? Clay is a medium that has been used for millennia to
reveal human existence— from the simplest of tableware to the highest levels of artistic and
scientific expression;” says Dr. Judith Schwartz, of New York University, the curator of exhibition,
Confrontational Ceramics. “Clay informs us about a civilization, providing a continuous history
of human achievement. Few materials have enlightened the human race so completely. There is
hardly aworld culture:without a clay identity; indeed, clayis often the only record available!”

Learn about All Fired Up! by visiting www.alfiredup.info.






